Robert W. Wise
April 15, 1934 - January 6, 2021

Robert W. “Bob” Wise, age 86, passed away Wednesday, January 6, at KU Medical
Center, Kansas City.
Bob was born April 15, 1934 to Jake and Ruth Wise and raised on a farm in Fernald,
Iowa. Bob graduated from high school in 1952 and moved to McPherson to attend
McPherson College and play football. He received his bachelor’s degree from McPherson
College in 1956, married his college sweetheart, Anita McSpadden, and coached football
before moving to Washington, DC for law school. He received his law degree, with honors,
from George Washington University in 1961. While in law school, he worked as a Special
Agent for the Office of Naval Intelligence and was a member of the board of editors of the
George Washington University Law Review.
Bob loved the practice of law and his partners and was proud of his firm’s 135 year history.
He was an active member of the McPherson law firm Wise & Reber L.C. at his death. He
practiced for 60 years in the areas of litigation, business, banking, trusts and estates,
arbitration and mediation and never considered retirement. He was past president of the
Kansas Bar Association, past chair of the KBA Ethics Grievance Panel, and was a
recipient of the KBA’s Professionalism Award, its Outstanding Service Award and the
Kansas Bar Foundation Robert K. Weary Award. He was also a past member of the State
Board of Law Examiners, Kansas Annual Survey Committee and was a fellow of the
Kansas Bar Foundation. Bob was universally respected by Kansas lawyers and
represented thousands of clients.
Bob served as an unseen advisor to city and county leaders throughout his career and
was instrumental in creating a forward thinking political and business culture in
McPherson.
As president of the McPherson Industrial Development Company, (“MIDC”), Bob was
instrumental in recruiting two of McPherson’s flagship industries, Sterling Drug, now Pfizer
Pharmaceutical, and Johns Manville. Bob served on the MIDC Board for nineteen years

and as President for nine years. During his tenure as President, McPherson’s industrial
base enjoyed remarkable growth and expansion. Bob also influenced the retail sector with
his work on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce as President. Bob has held numerous
volunteer positions including President of the McPherson United Way and as a member of
the Memorial Hospital Board of Directors. He led a significant hospital expansion as Chair
of the New Building Committee.
Bob was a long time champion of local educational institutions, McPherson College and
Central Christian College of Kansas. His support and counsel over the decades was
recognized by McPherson College with an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree and his
induction into Central Christian College’s Academe of Achievers.
He is survived by his wife Anita, son Darrell, grandchildren Erin Holman, Daniel Holman
and Shannon Wise, sisters Lu Neher and Betty Wenger, his law partners, and legions of
friends and clients. He was preceded in death by his daughter, Rhonda Holman and
parents Jake and Ruth Wise.
He was a member of the McPherson Church of the Brethren.
The private family burial will be at the McPherson Cemetery with a celebration of Bob’s life
for his countless friends to be announced when such gatherings are safe.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given to McPherson College or the
McPherson County Community Foundation in care of Stockham Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Our lives were enriched with our friendship and relationships. We shared many
wonderful times. Our memories attempt to outweigh our sadness. We send our love
and sympathy to Anita and Darrell and the grandchildren. I got to visit Rhonda and
their precious children when they lived in Livermore, CA. We can only imagine the
joyous reunion Bob is having. May you experience beauty for ashes and the oil of joy
for mourning. With love from The Sargent family.

Barbara Sargent Johnson - January 31 at 05:38 PM

“

My condolences. Bob was a marvelous, dedicated friend and councilor.
Larry Miller

Larry Miller - January 19 at 10:21 PM

“

The obituary says: "Bob served as an unseen advisor to city and county leaders
throughout his career and was instrumental in creating a forward thinking political
and business culture in McPherson." Those words are accurate, poignant, and
incredibly understated. It would be difficult, if not impossible, to measure the impact
he had on helping make McPherson what it is. The loss of husband, father,
grandfather, partner, friend, advisor, supporter, and incredible person, is very sad.
McPherson has been, is, and always will be grateful for his life.
John Holthus

John Holthus - January 16 at 05:25 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Robert W. Wise.

January 12 at 03:02 PM

“

Dear Anita and family,
We were so sorry and shocked to learn of Bob's passing away! We have known Bob
for many years, Esther, from McPherson College days and Dean, as a fellow
Attorney. We played Bridge together long ago at our first home here in McPherson.
Dean greatly respected his ability as a very good astute able Lawyer who respected
everyone and always had a friendly greeting and warm handshake. He always
inquired about how we were doing, showing a caring personality.
He was a very nice man and will be missed by everyone who knew him. Anita, we
especially wish to give you and family our sympathy and prayers.God be with you
and your family. We know too this is a blow to his Firm, to the many who knew him.
Our Deepest Sympathy,
H. Dean and Esther (Ikenberry) Cotton
805 N. Maxwell St
McPherson, KS

H.Dean and Esther M. Cotton - January 12 at 01:44 PM

“

Bob, or Robo to some, is a law professional and business icon of McPherson and the
state of Kansas. A man with a brilliant mind that loves his family and work. I will miss
my visits with Robo, his counsel, his wit, his laugh. He made me feel like the most
important person in the world. If you called him, he would answer. The Carlson
Family is lucky to call him a friend and appreciate his invaluable legal counsel over
many years.
His passion for life and love for happiness was shown to me on the night before the
National Championship football game between Penn State and Georgia. Robo and I
were having dinner at Al Hirt's (famous jazz trumpet player) establishment in the
French Quarter around 1982. Robo was excited and turned to me and said, "Marty,
can you believe it, we're in New Orleans listening to Al Hirt and tomorrow we have
press passes on the football field and then we celebrate the New Year." Sharing this
moment with me was very special. We lost a good friend, mentor, and champion for
the city of McPherson.
My deepest condolences to the Wise family and work colleagues (former and
current) at the Wise and Reber law firm. Much Love and Hugs,
Marty, Marilyn, Susan, and Neal

Marty V Carlson - January 11 at 04:18 AM

“

Dear Wise Family, Our hearts go out to each of you as we all mourn the loss of Bob.
What a true friend he was to the Frantz family for as far back as we can remember.
The lasting friendship our parents shared with Bob and Anita, and the great times we
had with the Wise family over the years are cherished memories that will live in our
hearts forever. We celebrate Bob's life with you all and promise to attempt to live our
lives by his great example.
Much love and hugs,
Greg and Kerri Frantz
Dyllan Frantz, Zane, Emily, and Preslee Mader, Sean Frantz and Cailey Pock
Sam and Gayle Armstrong

Gayle Armstrong - January 09 at 02:21 PM

“

Johnny, Debbie, Jody and Marsha purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the
family of Robert W. Wise.

Johnny, Debbie, Jody and Marsha - January 09 at 02:19 PM

“

Bob was one of the most conscientious humans I've known. We hadn't actually seen
each other in the flesh since the pandemic struck. But we talked and emailed and
expected to get back into lunches together, at a minimum, at the first opportunity.
Along with my Dad, Bob was my senior partner and mentor for many years. I
constantly benefited from Bob's kindness and good will. I eventually stopped
practicing law. Bob never did. Those lunches were sweet opportunities to catch up on
our other partners and associates and clients and the business, charitable, and
educational activities around town -- all of which Bob continued to be fully engaged
with. Always sincerely humble and kind, Bob made me feel better about life and
community. Bob was more than a mentor and friend. His unexpected death leaves a
huge gap no one will ever fill. He was a great and unique man.
Specifically, among our innumerable memories, Sara and I remember having a hard
time deciding where to move after law school. It's literally true that one of key
deciding factors was Anita's lasagna dinner in their home, what we felt about them as
a couple and extended family. None of our lives will be the same without Bob. None
of our lives would be this rich if he hadn't been a big part of what mattered most to all
of us. Jay & Sara

Jay & Sara Bremyer - January 09 at 10:46 AM

“

Peggy Ball lit a candle in memory of Robert W. Wise

Peggy Ball - January 08 at 11:09 PM

“

David Myers lit a candle in memory of Robert W. Wise

David Myers - January 08 at 06:56 PM

“

Katie McGurk lit a candle in memory of Robert W. Wise

Katie McGurk - January 08 at 06:17 PM

“

Lynette Pauls lit a candle in memory of Robert W. Wise

Lynette Pauls - January 08 at 04:47 PM

“

Bob’s Sunday afternoon visits the last few months of Eddie’s life meant the world to Eddie
and me. We could count on those visits which brightened our Sunday afternoons
immensely. What a great friend for a lot of years. He will be greatly missed. One of my
favorite fun memories was the line he used when he was getting ready to say something
which was, “unaccustomed as I am to speaking,” then chuckle and go on with what he was
going to say!!! Anita, Darrell, Shannon, Erin and Daniel love and blessings to all of you.
Peggy Ball - January 08 at 11:06 PM

“

Anita, Darrell and families,
My deepest sympathies in your great loss. Bob was such a classy, gracious man and
brought a smile to my face every time I saw him. Holding you in my heart and
prayers.
Lynette Pauls

Lynette Pauls - January 08 at 04:45 PM

“

Michele and Bob Cullen purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Robert W.
Wise.

Michele and Bob Cullen - January 08 at 11:27 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Robert W. Wise.

January 08 at 10:03 AM

“

A life so very well lived. Thank you, Bob for all your support to The Cedars. Shari
McCabe

shari McCabe - January 07 at 11:15 PM

“

Bob was so caring and pleasant to work with. He did a lot of Legal work for our family
and for us. He will be greatly missed.

Dianna Unruh - January 07 at 10:46 PM

“

Bob was such an inspirational man to me. His humor and humble nature charmed
me the first time I met him. My family and myself will always remember, respect and
miss the passing of such a remarkable man.
Marc Williamson

Marc Williamson - January 07 at 07:48 PM

“

always enjoyed working with Bob. Great attorney. Richard & Virginia Ediger
Richard Ediger - January 09 at 12:02 PM

