Robert W. Dell
January 14, 1939 - January 16, 2020

Dr. Reverend Robert (Bob) W. Dell went to be with God two days after his 81st birthday,
early afternoon on January 16, 2020. He was surrounded by his wife and children and
other loved ones. Bob will be remembered by all as a loving and caring husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. He was a gentle servant of the Lord and shared his
gifts with many throughout his years as teacher and pastor.
Bob was born January 14, 1939, to Samuel Milton (S.M.) and Miriam Dell and raised in
McPherson, KS. Bob’s parents both worked at McPherson College for a combined 83
years so it was no surprise that he chose to attend McPherson College. Bob graduated
with highest honors with a degree in Philosophy and Religion. He married Emilie Rowland,
from Hutchinson, KS, June 19, 1961. The first few years of their marriage were filled with
more education. Bob was awarded his Master of Divinity from Bethany Seminary in
Chicago. He moved with Emilie to Madison, New Jersey to attend graduate school and
begin his Ph.D studies at Drew University in Madison, New Jersey. Bob then attended
Phillips University in Marburg, Germany while working on his dissertation.
Bob continued in the education field and moved his family to Manchester, IN where he
taught Philosophy and Religion for seven years at Manchester College. They then moved
to Bremen, IN with their four children in 1975 where he served as a pastor for the Church
of the Brethren for 13 years. He continued to pastor after moving to Pennsylvania as
Senior Pastor at Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren, an interim at York First Church
of the Brethren, an interim at Red Lion United Church of Christ, and the Codorus Church
of the Brethren where he served as Senior Pastor until his retirement in 2006.
Bob and Emilie retired back to his home town of McPherson, KS. Since returning to
Kansas, has spent many hours expanding and sharing his hobby of photography. He has
continued to serve in many ways within his local church and the district. He will be
remembered within the Church of the Brethren as having been a faithful and loving
servant for many, many years.

Even in death, Bob will continue to give. His family was blessed that through Midwest
Transplant Network, Bob was able to donate his liver to another family in need.
He leaves behind his wife of 58 years, Emilie; his sisters, Leona Ikenberry, MaryJo
Christy; children, Krista (Bruce) Wine, Jay (Heather) Dell, Melia (Kevin) Jones, Sean
(Jane) Dell; grandchildren, Dinae (Stephen) Chichester, Micah (Annie) Wine, Adrian Wine,
Camden Wine, Bryson Wine, Miranda Jones, Keenan Wine, Chloe Dell, Kirsten Wine,
Noah Jones, Sophie Dell; great-grandchildren, Brittany Chichester, Reuben Chichester,
Mycaiah Chichester, Simeon Chichester, Kristiana Chichester, Solomon Chichester,
Izzibella Wine, Evangeline Chichester, Malichi Wine, Jonathon Chichester, Michael Wine.
Robert W. Dell will be greatly missed by all. He said it best himself: “(I) hope, of course,
that there will have been some lasting impact from (my) work here, but rejoice even more
that the most significant legacy that (I) share with you is the powerful good news of Christ,
continuing to work …as you seek to “love as Jesus has loved you”. “
A memorial service will be held at 10:00 AM, Friday, January 24, 2020, at McPherson
Church of the Brethren.
The family suggests that should you feel led, in lieu of flowers, memorial donations be
given to the Haiti Water Project (through the McPherson Church of the Brethren) in care of
Stockham Family Funeral Home, 205 North Chestnut, McPherson, KS 67460.
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Comments

“

Bob Dell was one of the most joyful friends that my husband, Herb Smith, and I have
ever met. Bob and Herb were at Bethany Theological Seminary in Oakbrook, Illinois,
when they first met each other.
Herb and I were very surprised to meet up with Bob again years later when we
moved out to McPherson, Kansas.
May the Love of God, our Father, and Jesus Christ, His Son, be with Bob's family
during this time of grief and healing.

Jeanne Smith - February 06 at 10:18 PM

“

I wish I had learned where pastor Bob lived while he was living. I wanted to tell him
about my marriage to Frank Furfaro, We had 35 wonderful years together. Pastor
Bob married us in Bremen Indiana in 1983. Emily has my deepest sympathy. God
bless you Emily.
Kay Hepler Furfaro

Kay Furfaro - August 24, 2020 at 01:29 PM

“

My prayers continue for all of you as you walk through the valley of the shadow of
death. As Moderator of the Annual Conference, I extend the sympathy and support
of the Church of the Brethren during this most difficult season of deep loss. I pray the
peace that passes understanding in Christ will surround all of you and give you
renewed hope, in God’s good time. I remember Bob as the consummate pastorscholar, who was committed to both compassion and a comprehension of the deeper
truths of God, in Christ. His many, many parishioners and students alike carry on his
legacy as the fruits of his wide-ranging ministry continue to live on through them. In
closing, may the Lord bless and keep you, may the Lord lift up his countenance
before you, and hold you in His everlasting, faithful, tender care! In Christ’s love, Paul
Mundey, Annual Conference Moderator.

paul mundey - January 25, 2020 at 08:15 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Robert W. Dell.

January 23, 2020 at 02:29 PM

“

I'm finishing my last year as a college prof. He was one of the major inspirations for
following that path.

James Miller - January 23, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

1 file added to the album Bob Dell Video Tribute

Tammie Stockham - January 23, 2020 at 11:14 AM

“

Sorry about your dad, may you experience the comfort of God during this time. Becky
Blake
Becky Blake - January 23, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

This is a wonderful and beautiful memory.
Thank you for sharing.
Such a blessed family and I am glad to have some memories.
Deb Rudd - January 24, 2020 at 12:09 PM

“

My husband, Herb Smith, and I were close friends with Bob and Emily Dell.
When we were all together, our husbands often laughed away the evening.
Bob was a man of God and a pastor in the Church of the Brethren.
His witness for Peace, and his love of the Church were subjects that we had in common. It
has been several months since his passing now, and we miss Bob more than ever. May our
friend, Brother Bob, rest in Peace. Our Lives aren't the same without him.
Jeanne Smith - February 05 at 12:20 AM

“

I fist met Bob as a Professor of mine at Manchester College. When he left there,we
would intersect at other meetings and Annual Conference. I felt privileged to also call
him "friend". His love for Jesus, the Church and others was always obvious. My
prayers are with you!
Marla Bieber Abe

Marla Abe - January 23, 2020 at 08:48 AM

“

I shall forever remember Bob as good friend and a fellow photographer. Perhaps our
affinity for Canon cameras did not hurt. In the week before his stroke bob and i had
exchanged emails. I has asked for help for a friend who was trying to share one of of
my Flicker albums in its entirety. Bob said, "If this doesn't work, we'll try something
else!" Forever helpful and forever trying to do more with photography. Maybe more
importantly, he kept on trying to do more for his Lord! I will miss you greatly, Bob!
Godspeed!
Blessings, Emilie & Family, as you go forward from this moment . . . until you all meet
again over on the other shore.

Larry L. Ditmars - January 22, 2020 at 07:34 PM

“

I was a student of Dr. Dell at MC.He has had a very positive influence on my life.
The news of his death greatly saddens my heart.
Richard Whitehead

Richard Whitehead - January 22, 2020 at 06:21 PM

“

My son Jeremy gone to Bremen church of the brethren. With his grandparents Kenny
and Martha Griswold. Come time for children story. Jeremy all ways sit with Bob. Bob
told Mom not worry about Jeremy sitting with him . Bob is very loving person. Thank
you for sharing Bob life with us.

Carol Griswold housouer - January 22, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

First Baptist Church Kearney, MO purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of
Robert W. Dell.

First Baptist Church Kearney, MO - January 22, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

Saw your father once, Melia. What a remarkable man. So sorry for your loss.

Diana Michael - January 22, 2020 at 01:31 PM

“

Alanna and I want to let the family know that we are praying for you as you grieve
and mourn Robert’s death. During our time at Eden Valley COB we came to love
Robert...Tom and Alanna Harrison.

Tom Harrison - January 22, 2020 at 10:01 AM

“

He was a great man in all of the ways that matter. Peace to all of you. Melinda Lantz
(Bremen)

Melinda Lantz - January 22, 2020 at 07:32 AM

“

Melia, words can not express enough our deepest sympathies to you and your
family. Your father is now in God’s kingdom and light.
All our love.
S/ Jeff and Micheline Fornarotto

jeff Fornarotto - January 21, 2020 at 11:50 PM

“

Dear Emily and family,
We were shocked and saddened to hear of Bob's stroke and passing away. Bob was
a neighbor when we lived in the Slifer house on the corner where Miller Library now
stands. In fact Esther on occasion Baby Sat and pushed him on a swing in their back
yard. (He thought we were playing which we were.) Later when her brother Ernie
Ikenberry married his sister Leona it felt like we were almost related. In fact the
Ikenberrys and Dells had a picture taken together in the mid 1940's in the Slifer
house in our upstairs Apartment. Esther enjoyed holiday meals with the Dells when
she was in college and Miriam and she traveled together in 1955 to France, she to
meet Prof. Dell and Esther to meet her husband Dean in Paris, who was stationed in
Heidelberg Germany. We enjoyed seeing Bob here at various functions, especially
"First Fridays", catching up on news of Leona. We will certainly miss Bob's smile and
love for photography. Emily, we are glad your folks are near by in Hutchinson. We are
so sorry for your loss of a husband and friend!
Our Deepest Sympathy,
Esther and Dean Cotton

H.Dean and Esther M. Cotton - January 21, 2020 at 11:27 PM

“

In my first college class on my first college day, Bob was the professor up front
teaching us. So very good to have had him as a friend since Jan and I have been in
McPherson.

Tom Hurst - January 21, 2020 at 09:59 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Robert W. Dell.

January 21, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

Dear Dell Family,
It is impossible to share just one memory about our dear friend "Bob" of almost 60
years!
Stories of our relationship run the gamut of so many feelings - happy times, sad
times, funny times, joy in worshiping together, eating together, sharing in the joys and
woes as we watched our children grow up and become parents themselves. We
walked beside each other as we shared good and bad stories of church life!
Over the last few years, it was hard to stay connected because of distance, activities,
etc. Yet, we also knew that Emilie and Bob were only a telephone call away! We
always looked forward to Bob's masterful Christmas letter with its professional
photography!
Dear Friends, we are so saddened to have to say an earthly "Good-bye" to Bob. But
we are so thankful that we shared the belief that our spirits will re-unite one day!
Please take comfort in knowing that many friends are surrounding you and upholding
you with love and a prayer for peace and comfort!.
With love, Joyce and Rich Bohn

Joyce and Rich Bohn - January 21, 2020 at 10:57 AM

