Lawrence E. Gayer
October 10, 1924 - September 26, 2019

Lawrence E. “Larry” Gayer, 94, a lifetime resident of McPherson County, KS, passed away
peacefully on Thursday, September 26, 2019, surrounded by family at The Cedars,
McPherson. He worked for National Cooperative Refinery Association for 38 years and
was Supervisor of the Maintenance Planning and Scheduling Dept. at the time of his
retirement in 1985.
Larry was born October 10, 1924, in McPherson, KS, the son of Ellis S. and Gertrude May
(Post) Gayer. He attended Mt. Pleasant Country School for five years and Roosevelt
grade school. He graduated from McPherson High School in 1942 and attended
McPherson College.
He joined the U.S. Navy in July, 1943. He served in a dive bomber squadron in AsiaticPacific Theater and was honorably discharged in April, 1946, as a U.S. Navy Aviation
Machinist’s Mate (H) 3rd Class and had received the Victory, American Campaign, and
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign medals. Larry was very proud of his military service.
Larry was united in marriage to Betty C. Barber on October 5, 1947, in McPherson. He
married Berniece M. (Moeller) Inloes on September 6, 1969, at First United Methodist
Church, McPherson.
He was a member of First United Methodist Church, American Legion Post #24, and
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #2715. He played semi-pro baseball and coached Babe
Ruth teams, Legion Baseball teams, and ladies slow-pitch softball for 17 years. He took
Boy Scouts to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico and to the Charles L. Sommers
Canoe Base in Minnesota while Scoutmaster of BSA Troop #117.
Larry enjoyed traveling, fishing, camping, boating, and sports of any kind. He loved to
attend the activities of his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. He also spent
many hours in his woodworking shop, making items for family and friends.

Survivors include his wife of 50 years, Berniece of the home; son, Jeffrey Gayer and wife,
Valerie, of Wichita, KS; daughters, Linda Totman and husband, Don, of McPherson, KS
and Nanci Shaw and husband, Dennis, of McPherson, KS; step-sons, Roger Inloes and
wife, Terri, of Danville, CA and Douglas Inloes of North Smithfield, RI; step-daughters,
Karen Nelson and husband, Gary, of Lawrence, KS, Diane Levens and husband, Joe, of
Pittsburg, KS, and Ellen Gray and husband, Dan, of Basehor, KS; brother, Glenn Gayer of
McPherson, KS; sister, Barbara Eberle of McPherson, KS; 12 grandchildren; 16 greatgrandchildren; and two great-great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers, Frederick and LaMarr, sister,
Geraldine Geiman, and great-granddaughter, Emeri Gayer.
Family will receive friends from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM, Monday, September 30, 2019, at
Stockham Family Funeral Home. The funeral service will be held at 10:30 AM, Tuesday,
October 1, at First United Methodist Church with Pastor Lacey Wheeler officiating. Burial
with Military Honors will follow at McPherson Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be given to First United Methodist Church in care of Stockham
Family Funeral Home, 205 North Chestnut, McPherson, KS 67460.
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Comments

“

Nanci,
I was so sorry to hear of your loss. I have many fond memories of our years spent
together on Grimes Street growing up. I always enjoyed spending time in your home
and being with your family. Your dad was always friendly and kind to me. May your
memories bring you comfort. Thoughts and prayers for you and your family.
Sincerely,
Karen McNally Hanke

Karen J Hanke - October 12, 2019 at 02:56 PM

“

Bernice, I am Dan Gray's sister and while I probably only meet Larry once at their
wedding, I have heard many good stories of you both over the years. Most recently
that you were able to celebrate your 50th wedding anniversary, what a milestone! I
enjoyed watching the video, listening to the big band music and seeing Ellen's smile
in yours. My condolences to you and your family.

paula kullman - October 04, 2019 at 10:03 AM

“

We sure will miss our oldest member of our 10-10 birthday club in McPherson. I
really enjoyed getting to know Larry over the years. We talked about his military
service, his family and one year in particular I remember him talking to me about a
recent loss in the family after everyone else had left. We even cried together. He was
such an incredible person. We all loved him dearly. We had planned our 10-10
birthday party at the Cedars this year so he would be able to join us. I sure wish he
could have made it just a little longer so we could see him one more time. God
Speed Larry. You will be so missed here on earth. Love from your old 10-10 buddy,
Bev Gibson Kavouras. We will be thinking of all of his family on this year's birthday.

Beverly Gibson - October 01, 2019 at 11:33 AM

“

Dear Bernice,
I was so sorry to hear of Larry's passing. You and Larry were such good and
supportive friends to mom & dad and I always enjoyed seeing you both at breakfast
over the years.
My deepest condolences to you and all of the kids.

Carol Weyand Stame
Carol Stame - September 30, 2019 at 09:20 PM

“

Losing a parent is hard. Steve and I send our sincere sympathies to you. Cathy Bair

Steve and Cathy Bair - September 30, 2019 at 01:17 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Lawrence E. Gayer.

September 30, 2019 at 11:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album Larry Gayer Video Tribute

Tammie Stockham - September 29, 2019 at 05:08 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lawrence E. Gayer.

September 28, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

Berniece, fifty years ago I was your friend when you had come to town and then
married Larry. You were a fine addition to our community, a tribute to second
marriages. Linda, you were a loving daughter. My prayer for all of your families is to
embrace the sweet memories you all have. The last gift Larry has left you is a family
reunion where you can share your stories of your lives with Larry!

Barbara Sargent - September 27, 2019 at 03:32 PM

“

Barbara, Thank you so much for your condolences. It was great hearing from you after all
these years. I remember well when you walked over to my house in Eastmoor to welcome
me to Mc. It meant so much to me at the time. It has been so long since I have known
where you were. I hope you and your family are all well. We will miss Larry but we have
had a good, full life together and I feel very fortunate to have had him for 50 years.
Berniece
Berniece M Gayer - September 27, 2019 at 08:52 PM

“

LaMarr & I were about the same age when the accident happened. Our families have
always been close even though we Rarely got to see each other as the world changed
rapidly. My prayers are with all of you. Jim Yowell
Jim Yowell - September 28, 2019 at 02:33 PM

“

Linda and family
I’m so so sorry for your loss.
difficult time.

Allie - September 27, 2019 at 02:02 PM

I am praying for you and your family during this

