Dr. John H. Burkholder
July 11, 1925 - January 9, 2016

Dr. John H. Burkholder, 90, of McPherson, passed away Saturday, January 9, 2016, at
The Cedars in McPherson. Prior to retirement, he was a Biology Professor at McPherson
College.
He was born July 11, 1925, in Octavia, Nebraska, the son of Elmer and Susie (Rothrock)
Burkholder. He was a graduate of McPherson College and earned his Doctorate degree
from University of Chicago.
On June 25, 1950, he married Donna Marie Bowman in McPherson. They have been
residents of McPherson since 1953.
Survivors include: wife, Donna of the home; sons, Phillip Burkholder (Susan) of
Brownsburg, IN, Douglas Burkholder (Mary) of Claremont, NC, and David Burkholder of
San Francisco, CA; a daughter, Debbie Noffsinger (Stan) of South Elgin, IL; a sister, Helen
Dale (Ernie) of Auburn, WA; eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Bob, Don, and Wendell.
The memorial service will be at 3:00 PM, Saturday, January 23, 2016, at McPherson
Church of the Brethren with Rev. Chris Whitacre officiating.
Memorial donations may be given to McPherson Church of the Brethren or McPherson
College in care of Stockham Family Funeral Home, 205 N. Chestnut, McPherson, KS
67460.

Events
JAN
23

Memorial Service

03:00PM

Church of the Brethren
Carrie & Euclid, McPherson, KS, US, 67460

Comments

“

I remember Saturday mornings as a child, spending the night with my best friend,
Debbie, and a voice calling up the stairs at 6, or if we were lucky, 7 a.m., "Girls! Time
to get up!" Never could figure out why! And the summer "critters" that came home for
a break from college, just like the older kids would do: the field mice with the cute
ears and big black eyes and the tarantulas that would crawl up your arm if you dared
let them! Back then, he was "Mr. Burkholder," my best friend's dad. Then, over time, I
ended up in his biology class, and his physiology class where I learned that "Mr."
Burkholder was also rightly called, "Dr." Burkholder because I'm quite sure he was a
genius. Day after day he would deliver mountains of information as if it were the
same as tying one's shoes--clear, concise, yet detailed enough that not a dot was
missing in the end. We had two finals in Physiology: one, the final "chapter test" (and
of course in the grandest of teaching fashion, each "chapter test" was cumulative!
And then the REAL final--a second chance at the last chapter test, if you will--you
could study the same material TWICE! Oh, but the morning of the final exam, after
studying my life away for hours and hours--Dr. Burkholder told those who had A's on
the final chapter test, that we could go on home--we didn't have to take the final final!
(I experienced relief with a chaser question of "Why, oh why didn't you tell us
sooner???") Dr. Burkholder, the great teacher, with a quick smile--who always
answered a question thoroughly, OR with another question. And then there was the
dinner at my best friend's house after college. Back in the childhood home where
Debbie and I played hide and go seek, played the piano and violin, made clothes for
trolls, laid across a bed for hours asking, "What do you want to do?" with the
alternating answer, "I don't know! What do YOU want to do?" And so on and so
on...till finally we'd play SORRY or War, or some such thing. But as a college
graduate, sitting at Dr. Burkholder's dining room table, eating Mrs. Burkholder's
sloppy Joe's made of VanCamp's Beans and hamburger on a hamburger bun (the
best in the world), I asked, "Dr. Burkholder, would you please pass me the sloppy
joes?" to which he laughed and said, "You may call me John here, Ataloa." Mr./Dr./John, I'll never forget you. Never.

Ataloa - August 15, 2017 at 12:05 AM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Dr. Burkholder's passing. He encouraged me to continue my
studies at Mc Pherson College. This was an example of "Distance Learning" as he
and Dr. Ikenberry recorded their lectures. Then sent me the tapes. My pastor then
proctered the exams which in turn allowed me to complete my BA in Biology in 1981.
Donna, you encouraged me to attend graduation in person that year which I am so
glad I did. Thank you both. You are in my prayers.
With Sincere Sympathy,
Sharla Taylor

sharla taylor - February 04, 2016 at 12:01 PM

“

He was one of the greatest man ever!! I loved how he loved to teach others about
science and life. I will truly and deeply miss you Grandfather.

Krystal Fogg - January 21, 2016 at 03:36 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Phil Burkholder - January 18, 2016 at 09:31 AM

“
“
“

John with his 8 month old Great Granddaughter Elsie
Phil Burkholder - January 18, 2016 at 09:33 AM

Taken on Christmas Eve
Phil Burkholder - January 18, 2016 at 09:35 AM

Precious.
Ataloa Woodin - January 19, 2016 at 03:14 AM

“

7 files added to the album New Album Name

Doug - January 14, 2016 at 02:45 PM

“

Doug, thank you for sharing these photos. Your father was such a wonderful man, a brilliant
biologist and teacher, loving husband, and (as I experienced through Debbie) a great
father. He enriched our lives. These photos show once again, his love, his character, and
his humor that sparkled in his eyes. Thank you for sharing these. - Ataloa
Ataloa Woodin - January 19, 2016 at 03:13 AM

“

Dr John was a "veritable treasure" for me growing up in the McPherson College
atmosphere! His use of "WE' was never forgotten! His lessons in "Life" and Science
has held me in good stead thru out my career and in retirement! He was not only a
Mentor, but, a Steadfast support and challenged me in so many ways that is
impossible to try to enumerate! My gratitude is visible every day and gratefulness in
having Him as a Mentor will always be with Me! It was wonderful being one of His
Lab.Assistants for a couple of Years! Condolences and Thank You to DR John!
Gratefully Melvin D Roberts,M.D.

Melvin D Roberts,M.D. - January 14, 2016 at 11:01 AM

“

You fed my hunger for knowledge and led me to a lifelong thirst for understanding
and wonderment at God given life. Rest in peace for a job very well done

Norman Howell - January 12, 2016 at 10:09 PM

