Barbara A. Flory
May 9, 1945 - March 17, 2017

Barbara Ann Flory, 71, of McPherson, passed away peacefully on Friday, March 17, 2017,
surrounded by family at her home. She was the founder of Good Beginnings Preschool in
McPherson, taught preschool, and was a Title I Reading Specialist at Washington
Elementary School.
Barbara was born on May 9, 1945, in Seattle, WA, the daughter of LaVerne H. and
Elizabeth Ann (Mohler) Bollinger. On August 21, 1966, Barbara was united in marriage to
Lowell A. Flory in Seattle, WA.
She graduated from McPherson College in 1967 and received her Master’s degree from
Wichita State University.
Barbara was a member of McPherson Church of the Brethren where she served as a
district moderator and was involved with Women’s Fellowship. She also was a member of
McPherson Arts Council and life member of the Good Beginnings Preschool board. She
volunteered with Campfire Girls and Boy Scouts.
Survivors include: her husband of 50 years, Lowell of the home; four children, Kristen
Reynolds and husband, Brian, of McPherson, KS, Joel Flory of Sonoma, CA, Kendra Flory
of McPherson, KS, and Janelle Flory Schrock and husband, Jon, of McPherson, KS; two
grandchildren, Dan and Lindy Reynolds of McPherson, KS; two sisters, Carolee Prickett
and husband, James, of Nortonville, KS and Peggy F. Yount and husband, William, of
Rancho Cucamonga, CA.
She was preceded in death by her parents, LaVerne and Elizabeth Bollinger, and stepmother, Dorothy Bollinger.
Visitation with family and viewing will be held from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, Tuesday, March
21, 2017, at McPherson Church of the Brethren. The graveside service will be at 10:00
AM, Wednesday, March 22, at McPherson Cemetery. A Celebration of Life service will be

held at 3:15 PM, Sunday, April 2, at McPherson Church of the Brethren.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given to Good Beginnings Preschool in care
of Stockham Family Funeral Home, 205 North Chestnut, McPherson, KS 67460.
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Comments

“

Lowell and family, I was so sorry to hear of Barbara's passing. We pray for you in
your grief. Her picture here looks just like I remember her. On behalf of the Czaplinski
family. Fondly, Helen

Helen Griffin - April 11, 2017 at 09:44 AM

“

At any time I would encounter Barbara at various times in our district, there was
always a smile, just as in the photo above. She fought her battle quietly and with
support from a family that surrounded her with great love. Condolences to all who
knew her!
Treva Brown Mathur, Wichita

Treva J Mathur - March 27, 2017 at 10:27 AM

“

To the Flory family, we are so very sorry to hear of Barbara's passing. We only meet
a couple of times, when she and Lowell stopped in Minnesota to visit with my mother
Mary. We had such a good time getting to know all about each other's families. She
was an amazing lady and I am glad I got to meet her. All of you are in our thoughts
and prayers. Melinda and Bryan Helmer

Melinda Helmer - March 25, 2017 at 01:44 PM

“

Brother Lowell and family, while I did not know Barbara all that well personally, I will
remember her as a loving and supportive wife to Lowell as you gave so much if
yourself to Bethany Theological Seminary. Our thoughts and prayers are with you as
do your grief work. Eric and Bev Anspaugh

Eric C. Anspaugj - March 24, 2017 at 10:38 AM

“

She was a wonderful lady. She will be missed. You are in my prayers.
Georgianna Peterson

Georgianna Peterson - March 23, 2017 at 10:46 AM

“

To the entire Flory family,
I was sad to hear about your Momma (wife, Grandma). She was always such a
sweet lady. I know you will miss her real much. May God give you comfort in all the
great memories you have of her.
Love and Prayers,
Louie Potts Peterson

Louie Potts Peterson - March 21, 2017 at 12:51 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Barbara A. Flory.

March 21, 2017 at 12:45 PM

“

The Directors & Staff-Brethren Mutual Aid Agency purchased the Love's Journey for
the family of Barbara A. Flory.

The Directors & Staff-Brethren Mutual Aid Agency - March 21, 2017 at 11:19 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Barbara A. Flory.

March 21, 2017 at 11:02 AM

“

I enjoyed working with and getting to know Barbara when we worked at Head Start
together. She was always very positive and a great listener. My thoughts and prayers
are with her husband and family. Shawna Hake

Shawna Hake - March 21, 2017 at 10:42 AM

“

Barbara barely knew me but always remembered me and was so easy to talk to. My
thoughts and prayers are with her husband and children.

Louise Otero - March 20, 2017 at 11:42 PM

“

Barbara was always so gracious and friendly. We looked forward to each time we
would have opportunity to be with her and Lowell. She made us feel special, like
family, at home. We enjoyed our conversations together. It was like having another
sister with whom to share inner thoughts and perspectives, being glad to discover
how much we were on the same wavelength in our perceptions and philosophy of
life. We will miss having Barbara present when we have opportunity to be with Lowell
or Kendra or others in the family, but we have already seen the imprint of her spirit in
the rest of you, so will be glad to enjoy the ways in which you will carry on the
heritage of her winsome, encouraging, upbeat friendliness and courage. We pray you
will be strengthened by the love and prayers that surround you from us and so many
others. - Jim and Carolyn Beckwith, Lebanon, Penna.

Jim Beckwith - March 20, 2017 at 09:31 PM

“

I knew Barbara for quite a few years, but was sorry that I never got to work with her
on a common project. She was always gracious to me and interested in what I was
doing. I was fortunate to be able to get to know her daughter, Kendra, while she did
an Internship in Wichita. Through Kendra, I felt like I got to know Barbara a little
better. Since we both grew up in Washington State, I am surprised I did not begin to
know her until we lived in Kansas.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Lowell and all the children and grandchildren! I
know that your faith will bring you comfort, but we also hope and pray that your many
memories will bring you comfort as well! Blessings! Leah and Bryan Harness

Leah Harness - March 20, 2017 at 08:01 PM

“

Peg & Jay Crist Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Barbara A. Flory.

Peg & Jay Crist Family - March 20, 2017 at 05:35 PM

“

Thach/Hoa Ngo in Florida purchased the Heavenly Grace Spray for the family of
Barbara A. Flory.

Thach/Hoa Ngo in Florida - March 20, 2017 at 04:43 PM

“

Barbara spread blessings wherever she went. Her contagious smile and kind words
had the power to improve one's day. Even during these last times when she was
suffering, she was first to attend to the needs of the person she encountered. She
shared her own story only when encouraged to do so in private. She exhibited a
strength that is rare. She is pain-free now and in communion with God. She is
already sorely missed.
Prayers for the family who love her deeply and whom she loved immeasurably.
My love and blessings go out to all of you.
Winnie Neher

Winifred Neher - March 20, 2017 at 01:47 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about Barbara. She was a delight to work with when I was admin
assist for McPherson Arts Council, always calm and caring, and expressed her
concern and support when we lost our son Christopher. My deep condolences to her
family.

Susan Shepard - March 20, 2017 at 01:45 PM

“

Our hearts are beyond sad to learn this morning about Barbara and we extend our deepest
sympathy to you.
Our lives are all the richer by knowing and working with Barbara and with all of you.
larry and barbara hays - March 21, 2017 at 10:00 AM

“

Our hearts ache as we mourn the loss of a Mother, Grandmother, Wife, Friend, Teacher.
We are reminded of many years of wonderful memories and will miss her bright eyes and
warm laugh. We keep you in our thoughts and prayers.
Stephanie, Chris & Ella Colman
Stephanie Colman - March 21, 2017 at 07:15 PM

“

We are saddened by the loss of a beautiful, loving, courageous friend. Our hearts reach out
to Lowell and family at this difficult time. Barb was a pillar of strength as she confronted her
illness with courage and faith and hopefulness. I admired her life's work with preschoolers
and children as she tirelessly advocated for them and the "better angels" in all of us. We
will miss her and the memory of this special mentor and friend will live on in our lives. Anjie
and Ron Grout
Anjie Grout - March 22, 2017 at 12:54 PM

“

My cousin, Barbara, and I always lived far apart. Barbara and Lowell came to visit us in
2015 and it was so fun to catch up on all the news of our cousins. She was so thoughtful to
bring some of her collection of books and teaching materials to my daughter who was
preparing for her first year of teaching elementary children. Every time Barbara and Lowell
visited my mother/her aunt in North Carolina my mother was so thrilled and honored to
have her travel so far to see her and keep in touch. I send my love and prayers to all of the
family.
Elizabeth Ulmer - March 29, 2017 at 08:13 PM

